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This has been a winter for the record books in the Tri-
Cities, and a lengthy blast of snow and ice forced the 
Pasco School District to close schools for eight days 
this school year. These “snow days” translated into a 
few unplanned days off for students and teachers, but 
the district’s Maintenance Department has been work-
ing some long hours to make sure the parking lots, 
walkways and other areas around each of Pasco’s 22 
schools are safe for students. 
 
“I can’t remember the last time the district was shut 
down for three days in a row,” says Maintenance and 
Custodial Services Director Roy McCoskey. “I’ve 
been here for quite awhile and I’ve seen a lot of snow, 
but this has been something special.” 
 
McCoskey says they’ve employed an “all hands on 
deck” approach to get an upper hand on the ice and 
snow. Groundskeepers have become full-time snow 
and ice removers, while others in the department, like 
the carpenter, plumber, and audio/visual technician 
have been busy delivering sand and ice melt to each 
district building. 
  
The District has six snowplows, which get attached to 
four-wheel-drive pickups during the winter, and are 
used to clear parking lots and other areas. “We clear 

the bus lot first, so our bus drivers can get in and get 
their buses out on their routes safely, then we head to 
our middle schools and high schools because they 
start earlier,” McCoskey says. However, he adds that 
the district has to hire outside contractors to clear the 
large parking lots at places like Chiawana High, Pas-
co High and Ochoa Middle School. “We just don’t 
have the equipment to get those big lots cleared.” 
 
Each high school and middle school does have an 
ATV with a snowplow blade attached to the front, so 
maintenance crews can clear sidewalks and areas 
around portables. McCoskey says they’ve even at-
tached temporary snowplow blades to four riding 
lawn mowers to help with the snow removal. “Our 
maintenance team has been challenged with a hercu-
lean task this winter, and they’ve done a great job,” 
says Superintendent Michelle Whitney. “I am so 
proud of them.” 

Mountains of snow have been popping up in school 

parking lots all over Pasco. 

Students return to Robinson Elementary after missing 

three straight days of school because of heavy snowfall. 
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The Pasco Players are proud to present a double 

feature event titled “I Love You A Latte”, with 

shows on Feb. 3-4 and 10-11 inside Gregson 

Auditorium at Pasco High School. 

The Players will present “Almost, Maine” by 

John Cariani on Feb. 3, 4 and 10 at 7 p.m. with 

selections from “9 Worst Breakups of All 

Time” performed as a ‘pre-show’ at 6:30 p.m. 

On Feb. 11, the Players will present “9 Worst 

Breakups of All Time” in its entirety at 2 p.m., 

followed by encore scenes from “Almost, 

Maine”. 

“We have experienced a significant amount of 

growth in our department and wanted to have 

enough roles for everyone to be involved,” says 

PHS Drama teacher Heather Johnson. “We 

have nearly 60 kids involved and I’m extremely 

excited about these productions.” 

Tickets are available at the Pasco High ASB 

office or you can purchase directly from Pasco 

Players cast members. Tickets are $10 for 

adults and $8 for students. 

“Almost, Maine” is recommended for audienc-

es 12 and up as there are some mature themes 

discussed in various parts of the play. 

Pasco Players Invite You to ‘I Love You A Latte’ Double Feature 

Apple Valley Dental & Braces and Gesa Credit Union helped Stevens Middle School celebrate their quarterly 

SuperFIT event for students with cotton candy & popcorn! SuperFIT rewards students for their academic suc-

cess. Thanks to Apple Valley Dental & Braces and Gesa Credit Union for being awesome PEAK! Partners! 
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NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION: Pasco School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, na-
tional origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or 
physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and designated 
youth groups. Questions regarding compliance, complaints, and/or reporting procedures may be directed to the school district ’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640/28A.642 
compliance officer Sarah Thornton, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 99301, 509-546-6700, or Section 504/ADA coordinator Kristi Docken, 1215 W. Lewis St., Pasco, WA 
99301, 509-546-6700. Nondiscrimination policies are available at the links listed above and www.psd1.org. 

http://www.psd1.org
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Twain Elementary Welcomes Parents, Community at VIP Day 

Several Very Important Patrons and Very Interested 

Parents got up bright and early on January 26 to see 

Very Innovative Pasco in action at Mark Twain Ele-

mentary’s VIP Day. Each guest spent the morning 

with an Twain student, engaging in classroom activi-

ties and experiencing the exceptional qualities that 

make Pasco an exciting place to work and learn.  

Twain’s ASB representatives served as tour guides 

for the guests, showing off some of the great things 

that students are learning and doing at Twain Ele-

mentary. 
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Congratulations to the five robotics teams that qualified for the First 

Lego League Eastern Washington State Championships January 21 in 

Spokane. Teams from Angelou, Markham, McGee and McClintock 

STEM elementary schools, and a team from McLoughlin Middle School 

all performed well enough in competitions earlier this year to qualify for 

the state competition in Spokane. 

For some of these teams, it was their first year of competition. like the 

McLoughlin Middle School team, which just started this year under the 

leadership of teacher Keith Kauer. The team is made up of 22 boys and 

girls who meet during Mr. Kauer’s first-hour class to work on their ro-

bot. In fact, Kauer’s students actually won a $1,000 grant from First 

Lego League that they can use to make improvements to their robot. 

“We’re going to look at things we want to add to our robot for next 

year,” Kauer says. “I’ll consult with the kids on the team on what they 

think will be useful. there is a pneumatics kit that we could buy. we’ll 

probably buy a second robot as well so the kids have another robot to 

work on. 

There were a total of 25 First Lego League robotics teams in Pasco 

schools this year, and the district will be cele-

brating all of their accomplishments at a spe-
cial event on Saturday, Feb. 25 from 8 a.m–12 

p.m. at McLoughlin Middle School. 

Pasco Robotics Teams Compete at State Competition 

Have you Seen PSD-TV? 

PSD-TV is our new monthly online program that  

showcases some of the great things happening in 

the Pasco School District, and celebrates the out-

standing students, teachers and staff members 

here in Pasco Schools. 

You can find PSD-TV on the district’s YouTube 

channel and Facebook page. 

To watch our latest episode, click HERE. 

Photos from top to bottom: Markham Elementary 

robotics students work on their robot before their 

competition. McLoughlin Middle School robotics 

students wait to be introduced during the compe-

tition at Salk Middle School in Spokane. 

McClintock STEM Elementary students practice 

their presentation before facing the judges. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBqV9Mr5UxveZSmkg-2AjcVi_ewvdzYG9
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLBqV9Mr5UxveZSmkg-2AjcVi_ewvdzYG9
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Saluting Students 

Robinson Elementary students (front 

row) Xavier and Jocelyn Bazan and 

Stevens Middle School students 

(back row left to right) Cassandra De 

La Mora, Lonnie Haag, Ailani 

Chavez, Yarelly Ramirez,           

Alexandra Barajas and Kris 

VanDinter led the flag salute at the 

Board of Directors meeting on Jan. 

24.   

Remember to 

vote by     

February 14! 
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Board Notes 1-24-16 
 
Special Recognition 
 Shane Edinger presented a special recognition to Pasco School District Board members Scott Lehrman, Amy       

Phillips, Steve Christensen, Sherry Lancon and Aaron Richardson to celebrate School Board Recognition Month. 
 
Reports/Discussions 

 Howard Roberts provided a Fiscal Year End report to the board, summarizing the results of operation and financial 
position for the District. He also presented an introduction to the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 
Best Practices in School Budgeting initiative. 

 LeAnn Nunamker updated the board on the curriculum adoptions that are underway. The eight curriculum teams 
have completed the initial needs assessment, identified components to move forward, and are in the process of mak-
ing the selection of the top choices for staff review. 

 
Action Items 
 The board approved relocating eight existing portables (16 classrooms) to Chiawana High School.  
 
Consent Agenda was approved with: 
Personnel; Warrant Approval; Bid approval of New Horizons High School and Authorization to Enter into Contract; Ap-
proval of Highly Capable Students Program Annual Plan iGrant Application Form Package 217; Approval of Pasco High 
School Phase III Change Order No. 5; Approval of 2017 Bond Issue -Bond Counsel Engagement Letter; Approval of 
Out of State/Overnight Student Travel for Chiawana High School Movimento Estudiantil Chicano a de Aztlan (MEChA) 
to the Washington State University Children of Aztlan Sharing Higher Education (CASHE) Conference in Pullman, WA; 
Approval of Overnight Student Travel for: Chiawana High School Band to participate in the Annual Clark College Jazz 
Festival in Vancouver, WA; Chiawana and Pasco High School Speech and Debate teams to Thomas Foley Memorial 
Speech and Debate competition in Spokane, WA; Delta High School Robotics team to the First WA Tech Challenge 
State Competition in Kent, WA; Chiawana High School Speech and Debate team to competition at Kamiak High School 
in Mukilteo, WA; Chiawana, New Horizons and Pasco High School Students to Washington State School Directors As-
sociation (WSSDA) Legislative Conference in Olympia, WA; Chiawana, New Horizons and Pasco High School Future 
Farmers of America to the 212/360 Leadership Conference in Centralia, WA; Chiawana and Pasco High School Speech 
and Debate teams to the National Qualifying Speech and Debate Competition in Spokane, WA.  
 

Special Board Meeting Notes 1-31-16 
 
Reports/Discussion 
 Glenda Cloud updated the board on the impacts of weather cancellations to the current school calendar and gradua-

tion dates. 
 
Board meetings are broadcast on PSC-TV (Pasco City Television) Channel 191 on Charter Cable in Pasco. You 

can view the schedule at: www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvschedule. The City of Pasco is also streaming the meetings at: 

www.pasco-wa.gov/psctvOnDemand. The meetings are also posted on the District You Tube channel: Pasco 

Schools. 

Board meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. (the only exceptions being December 

and July). Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Study sessions are held in advance of regularly scheduled board meetings 

at 4:30 p.m.  

Board agendas are posted on Friday prior to the meeting. Agendas and minutes can be viewed at www.psd1.org/

domain/24. 

Feb. 3-4, 10-11: Pasco Players present: “I Love You A Latte”  

        6:30 p.m. - PHS Auditorium 

Feb. 6-10: National School Counseling Week  

Feb. 14: Election Day - Remember to Vote! 

Feb. 14: Boar d of Directors meeting: 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 20: Presidents’ Day - NO SCHOOL 

Feb. 23: PSD Winter  Car nival - Chiawana HS: 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events: 


